
Dog Grooming Tools Guide 

 

Proper Use, Function, and What to Buy for Professional Results 

Whether you're a home groomer or a professional, having the right tools—and knowing 
how to use them—makes all the difference in safety, quality, and comfort. This guide walks 
you through every major grooming tool category, including usage tips, best practices, and 
what to look for when shopping. 

 

Grooming Scissors (Shears) 

Types & Uses 

1.​ Straight Shears – For trimming clean lines and shaping around the body. 
2.​ Curved Shears – For following the natural contours of the dog, especially around 

the legs, head, and ribcage. 
3.​ Thinning Shears – For blending and softening lines, and reducing bulk in thick coats 

without leaving chop marks. 
4.​ Chunkers – A hybrid of straight and thinning shears, used for texturizing and 

finishing fluffy coats, like Doodles or Aussies. 

Usage Tips 

●​ Always comb the coat out before cutting. 
●​ Keep your scissors sharp and oiled. 
●​ Use curved shears in a “scooping” motion when shaping round areas. 

Shopping Tips 

●​ Japanese stainless steel is high quality and long-lasting. 
●​ Ergonomic handles reduce wrist strain. 
●​ Look for a tension adjustment screw. 

 

Combs & Brushes 

Types & Uses 

Tool Best For How to Use 
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Greyhound Comb General detangling, fluff checks Comb from root to tip after 
brushing 

Slicker Brush Removing tangles, loose undercoat Use in short strokes, ideal for 
curly coats 

Pin Brush Daily brushing for long/wavy coats Use gentle pressure, good for 
finishing 

Rake/Undercoat 
Comb 

Removing dead undercoat in 
double-coated breeds 

Pull gently with the grain of the 
coat 

Rubber Curry Brush Massaging and shampooing during 
bath 

Use circular motions on wet coat 

Shopping Tips 

●​ Look for strong pins and cushioned bases. 
●​ Long pins (1"+) are better for dense or curly coats. 
●​ Soft-grip handles make brushing more comfortable over time. 

 

Clippers & Blades 

Clipper Types 

●​ Corded Clippers (e.g. Andis AGC2, Oster A5) – Reliable power for full-body clips. 
●​ Cordless Clippers (e.g. Wahl KM Cordless) – Convenient and quiet, great for 

sensitive or anxious dogs. 
●​ Mini Trimmers – For faces, paws, and sanitary areas. 

Clipper Blades & Lengths 

Blade # Cut Length (inches) Common Uses 

#3F 1/2" Puppy cuts, body trims 

#5F 1/4" Short pet trim 
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#7F 1/8" Sanitary areas, hot weather 

#10 1/16" Face, pads, belly 

#30–40 Less than 1/50" Surgical prep, under snap-on combs 

Snap-on Guard Combs​
These attach over #30 or #40 blades and offer various lengths from 1/8” to 1”. Great for pet 
trims and blending. 

Usage Tips 

●​ Always bathe and brush before clipping—dirt dulls blades. 
●​ Oil blades every 10–15 minutes during use. 
●​ Use a #10 or #30 under metal comb attachments. 

Shopping Tips 

●​ Rotary motors handle thick coats better. 
●​ CeramicEdge blades run cooler and stay sharp longer. 
●​ Look for quiet, low-vibration models for sensitive dogs. 

 

High Velocity Dryers (HV Dryers) 

What They’re For 

●​ Blasting water and loose hair out of the coat quickly. 
●​ Drying double coats efficiently. 
●​ Fluff drying curly coats (used with a brush). 

How to Use 

●​ Always dry in the direction of hair growth. 
●​ Hold the nozzle a few inches from the coat. 
●​ Keep the dryer moving to avoid hot spots. 
●​ Use Happy Hoodies to muffle noise and calm the dog. 

Shopping Tips 

●​ 2-motor models are stronger for thick/double coats. 
●​ Variable speed control offers more flexibility. 
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●​ Heatless dryers prevent skin damage and reduce matting. 

 

Sprays, Powders & Coat Products 

Types of Grooming Products 

Product Type Use Case 

Detangling Spray Reduces friction while brushing 

Leave-in Conditioner Adds moisture and manageability 

Dry Shampoo Powder Absorbs oil and odor between baths 

Cornstarch Helps loosen mats, dry wet areas 

Finishing Spray Adds shine and static control 

Usage Tips 

●​ Always use pet-safe, non-toxic formulations. 
●​ Spray sparingly and work in with fingers or brush. 

Shopping Tips 

●​ Avoid alcohol-based products—they dry out coats. 
●​ Look for hypoallergenic, fragrance-free options for sensitive skin. 

 

Happy Hoodies 

What They Are​
 Soft, stretchable fabric tubes that cover a dog’s ears and head during drying. 

Why They Help 

●​ Muffle loud dryer noise. 
●​ Keep ear flaps in place and dry. 
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●​ Help reduce anxiety and movement during grooming. 

 

Rubber Bathing Brushes 

Best For 

●​ Massaging shampoo into the coat. 
●​ Removing loose hair during bath time. 

How to Use 

●​ Use in circular motions. 
●​ Work into wet coat for a deeper clean. 

Shopping Tips 

●​ Choose soft rubber for sensitive skin. 
●​ Look for ergonomic, easy-to-clean designs. 

 

Grooming Tables & Restraints 

Why They’re Essential 

●​ Keeps the dog at a safe, comfortable height. 
●​ Offers control during grooming with no back strain. 

Types of Tables 

●​ Folding Tables – Lightweight and portable. 
●​ Electric/Hydraulic Tables – Height-adjustable, ideal for professionals. 

Accessories 

●​ Grooming arms and loops. 
●​ Non-slip mats. 
●​ Overhead grooming bars for added control. 

Shopping Tips 
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●​ Weight capacity should match your breed(s). 
●​ Tables with adjustable arms and non-slip surfaces are safest. 

 

Tool Maintenance Tips 

●​ Clean tools after each use (especially blades and brushes). 
●​ Store scissors and clippers in dry, safe cases. 
●​ Oil blades regularly and sharpen scissors every 3–6 months. 

 

Final Buying Checklist 

When shopping for grooming tools, ask yourself: 

●​ Is it ergonomic and comfortable to hold? 
●​ Is the build quality durable for long-term use? 
●​ Does it suit your dog’s coat type and grooming frequency? 
●​ Can you easily clean and maintain it? 
●​ Are replacement parts (like blades or bands) available? 

 

With the right tools, grooming can be efficient, safe, and enjoyable—for both you and your 
dog. If you'd like, I can also create printable or visual grooming tool checklists or guides 
tailored to specific breeds like Poodles, Aussiedoodles, or Australian Shepherds. 

© [2025] High Desert Companions, High Desert, Poodles Plus, and Aussies Plus. All 
rights reserved. 
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programs, Poodles Plus and Aussies Plus. No part may be reproduced, distributed, or used 
without written permission. 
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